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Course Description: 

This class examines the intrinsic literary and artistic qualities of comics, as well as their connections to classic literature, and the literature and other art they have inspired. 

Course Objectives:
This class seeks to widen students’ definitions and experience of comics, by exposing them to some of the more sophisticated and challenging work being done in the genre today, by teaching them to apply to it some of the traditional tools of literary criticism. In selected readings in the medium, students will see how comics engage archetypal themes. Along the way, students will develop their skills in reading, writing, research, and discussion. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Read examples in the history of comics, becoming familiar with major names in the history of the medium.

2. Demonstrate an awareness of the structural elements of comics.

3. Determine the theme of a given work.

4. Analyze character and methods of characterization in a given work.

5. Determine from which point of view a given work is written and tell what effect this has on other aspects of the work.

6. Demonstrate an understanding of the nature of plot.

7. Determine the philosophical influence on a given work.

8. Demonstrate an awareness of both the historical and current social significance of a given work.

9. Make and defend value judgments based on his/her knowledge of the fundamentals of prose fiction.

10. Write well-organized and mechanically acceptable papers in which he/she exhibits an understanding of the basic terminology of literary analysis.

11. Experiment with serialized narrative by turning stories and personal experiences into comics.

12. Apply traditional techniques of literary analysis to a given work.

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours.

Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:
None

Recommended:
Pass RD-090 or placement in RD-115; pass WR-095 or placement in 

WR-121





Required Text: 
1. Understanding Comics, by Scott McCloud, 2000.

2. Students will also be responsible for buying or borrowing through the library several book-length graphic novels, as well as doing readings online, and on reserve at the college library.

Major Topic Outline:  

1. What is a comic? Definitions.

2. Pre-history: serial narrative art.

3. History of the modern comic.

4. The comics, philosophy, and psychology: how to interpret comics. Traditional tools of literary and artistic analysis.

5. The comics and the critics: researching critical writing on the comics using the Internet, writing an academic essay.

6. Thinking in pictures: how to create a storyboard.

7. Other types of art inspired by comics: Roy Lichtenstein and beyond.

CCC GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOMES               
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Introduction to Literature: Comics
 Mark competencies addressed by this course.

· Mark “C” if this course completes the criterium/competency

· Mark “S” if a substantial portion of the criterium/competency is met in this course

·  Mark “P” if the criterium/competency is partially met in this course

 As a result of completing the AAOT /ASOT, students will be able to:

	1. OUTCOME: Writing
	

	A. Write fluently and appropriately for a variety of audiences, situations, and academic disciplines.

B. Revise effectively.

C. Use technology to prepare manuscripts and pursue research.

D. Respond to and defend positions on complex ideas, issues, and texts, using sources effectively and ethically.
	P

	
	P

	
	P

	
	P

	2. OUTCOME: Speech and Communications
	

	A. Use knowledge of various influences on the communication process to create and interpret messages.

B. Organize and deliver effective verbal and nonverbal messages.
	P

	
	P

	3. OUTCOME: Mathematics
	

	A. Use college level mathematics to analyze and solve problems.

B. Recognize mathematics applications and apply appropriate techniques to arrive at solutions.

C. Accurately interpret and communicate results.
	

	
	

	
	

	4. OUTCOME: Humanities, Arts and Letters
	

	A. Analyze and form critical responses in subjects such as literature, music, the visual and performing arts.

B. Make use of the creative process to enrich their quality of life; critically analyze their values and ethics within the stream of human experience.

C. Engage more fully in local and global issues.
	P

	
	P

	
	P

	5. OUTCOME: Social Sciences
	

	A. Apply analytical skills to historical and contemporary social phenomena so as to explain, evaluate, and predict human behavior.

B. Apply knowledge and experience to achieve an informed sense of self, family, community, and society.
	

	
	

	6. OUTCOME: Science
	

	A. Demonstrate basic knowledge in science.

B. Apply scientific knowledge in the process of understanding and analyzing relevant issues.

C. Understand, analyze, and critically evaluate scientific data.

D. Explain how science investigates and develops explanations of physical phenomena.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	7. AAOT  EMBEDDED FOUNDATIONAL CONTENT:
	

	A. Demonstrate information literacy and critical analytical activity.

B. Demonstrate an awareness of culture and community issues, values, resources and diversity.

C. Express growing awareness of physical activity as part of a healthy lifestyle.
	P

	
	

	
	

	8. ASOT OUTCOMES: 
	

	A. Understand and apply micro- and macroeconomic theories and models to individual, group, and societal behavior and choices.

B. Recognize and apply business statistical methods and explain how they affect business decision making.

C. Prepare letters, reports and memos related to business topics using technology.


	

	
	

	
	


